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Present from Santa to

; Eittle Richard Battesby
|~ Proves a Sad One.

o

usade againat football: The Nrst atery

that ‘roached his gvieving pareats was

{hat the boy had been kicked to death,
bHut it was sald to-day that he dled of
heart failure brought on by his oftoris
he rough-and-tumble strusg’e.

i
Nelther the Jersey City polics: nor
County  DPhysicilan Conversea has been
officially notifted. ' Undertaker Boylan

Ia golng forward with preparations for
the funera]. He {s authority for the
statement that there are no marks on

tha Loy's body, but he admita that he
Las recefvey no report from a phy-
slolan, K4 i

The witnessea of the death on tha

fleld tried to-day to disciaim all knowl-
edgo the clrcumatances. Even the
numes of the other p!nycrn werg ‘'for-

of

gotten.”
"Football from Santa.

LPhe Hatteshy boy was the son of Mr.
and Mrs, Battesby, of No. 618 Hender-
wircet, Jersey City, On Christinas
moarndng he found a football among the
presents and  yestenday afternoon 046
ook the ball out for play with other
boys of his own age. Most of them wors
pupils at the parochlial school on Grove
street, whero little Rigliard was one <f
the best students. e waa. not strong
and  was not accustomed’ to play in
rough sports with the others,
Nevertheless, he jolned in as enthusi-
astically as the others In playing with
his new football, 'The little chaps lined
up as they had seen real teidma iplay,
Anong players, all under a dozen
vears old, were James Kleln, of No.
1613 Henderson strest, Thomas Griflin, of

son
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teenth street.
Those [ on the same side with little

| Richard were rushing the ball dowa
{the fleld. According to some who Wers
there, the boy withe tha ball’ was
(ackied, the others” plled up on him

wnd when they got up young Battesby

was Yound unconsclous dnd dying be-
Palde the boy awvithh the bdll,
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No. 183 Sixteenth street; Michael
O'lkeefe, of No. 176 Bixteenth street,
and Joseph Cprrigan, of (No. M7 Bix-
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tury Magazine agalnst self-murder, The !
Prelate says that momml cowardice and
not stoloal courage is respobsibie for .
aelf-murder. He alsq directs atlention B
to the alarming inireass {n the number |

of suicldes in the present era as com- & Ry
pared with absence of such tragedios %
tn Biblical tinjes. Heo writes: ° : |

“I have now' dying befors me the of- !
ficial ‘record of suicides In the Unlted I
States from 188 to 1903, which is cals, 3
culated 10 excite in every patriotic and - i
humane breast senthinents of compan- i

slufl and deep concern. These statistics

show a steady Increase In nineteen

rs in this class of crime and mis-
. - .
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“In the history of the Hebrew peo-
ple, as recorded In the pages of the Old
Testument, and In the history of the
primitive Christianas, as coniained In
the New Testament, I can recail the
names of only flye persons who ended
thelr llves by thelr own [hands. And, 7
to the honor of the female sex. It can
be ammméed that ia the wihole narmative
of the Bible thete 18 not'a solkary’ ins
stancs of any woman intficdng deatn 1
on herself, .

“Ttie reasons

for the rarity of this
critne  among those worsiippers  of
Jehovali and of Chirist aré easlly ex-
plainet. Thnose people were tRUEHL (O
voldeve that self-murdep/wad n grievous .
aln, and that man wds responsible to o
God in the life to cqme for the inlqul~
ties done in the fesh, i 4
‘Virgll, the great Mantuan poet, fol- (° *
lowing the traditionnl belief of the an=
clent Romans, consigns to Tartarus a
vietlm of self-destruction, though she !
was stained with no other crime. 4 -
“SBulclde” was, however, rogurded as of
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a herole” virtug among the stoles of i
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American history was deemi#d hionor-
abie because It Was sanctioned and ex-
erciged by vltlzens enjoying public ers © ¢
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“"'('f‘:uo wis reputed among the maosg
distinguighéd, tho wisext of Roman
sages. He put an end to his-life rather
than submit o the humillation of hav-
fng it prolonged by the clemency of tho
victorious Caesar. He disdainal m’ BUT=
vive by the &race und favor of hia
enemy, And vet, by & Sirange incon.
sistency. he advises his beloved san 1o
nincate Caesar, Jilor surely it could not
be dlsbionarable in the tather and at the
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death must be re-
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Cafdo's wself-infiicted
garded as an act not
agul but of moral cowardice.
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